Grade 7 Language Terms

Setting – the time place and circumstance of a story.

Circumstance - the background information given at the beginning of a story that helps us understand why this character (s) is here in this situation, time and place

Theme – the message or lesson about life that the author wishes to teach us; it is a universal truth.

Mood – the feeling you get when you read a piece of writing (happy, sad, scared, lonely etc.)

Conflict – the struggle between two opposing forces or the problem in the story.

External conflict – character vs. nature (e.g., trying to survive in the wilderness, against an animal or in a storm).

Internal conflict – character vs. himself (it’s all in his mind; a person may feel guilty, upset, worried etc.)

Interpersonal conflict – character vs. another character or characters, (e.g., the character is physically fighting or arguing with someone else or a group).

Plot – what happens in the story; the story-line or plot line.


Exposition – introduces the characters, setting and background information there 



         is little or no suspense. 


Complication – the rising action; the problems get more complicated for the main 



              characters; therefore, the suspense is going up. 


Climax – the highest point of suspense; the “turning point” of the story.


Resolution – the falling action; the conflict is ended (resolved) and loose ends are



         Tied up; therefore the suspense is going down.

Character – a person involved in the action of the story

Character trait – a personality trait of a character; it can not be an emotion.

Point of View – this refers to the narrator of the story (the one that’s telling the story) and is the perspective from which the story is told.

